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We claim : 

1. A method of capturing utilization charges in a packet data 
transmission network, which comprises: 

acquiring data relating to charges for a transmission session 
during the transmission session; 

calculating charges that become payable during the 
transmission session; and 

recording the calculated charges when the calculated charges 
exceed a threshold charge- total . 

2. The method according to claim 1, which comprises varying a 
value of the threshold charge-total depending on a data speed 
of the transmission session. 

3. The method according to claim 2, which comprises setting 
the threshold charge-total lower, the lower the data speed of 
the transmission session. 

4. The method according to claim 1, which comprises, for 
transmission sessions with intermittent or interrupted data 
traffic, generating recordings before the threshold charge- 
total is reached if the data traffic is suspended. 
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5. The method according to claim 1, which comprises defining 
a variable threshold charge-total as a decreasing function of 
a time period measured from a last session start or from a 
last recording. 

6. The method according to claim 5, which comprises 
calculating a monotonously increasing charge function in 
dependence on a data transmission volume since the last 
session start or the last recording, and effecting a recording 
if the charge function exceeds the variable threshold charge- 
total . 

7. The method according to claim 5, which comprises measuring 
the data transmission volume in bits. 

8. The method according to claim 5, which comprises measuring 
the data transmission volume in packets. 

9. The method according to claim 5, which comprises 
calculating the data transmission volume from a volume of 
information transmitted and a number of packets transmitted. 



10. The method according to claim 1, which comprises 
calculating the charges payable in a timed cycle. 
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11. The method according to claim 1, which comprises 
effecting a recording when an increase in the charge total 
exceeds a limit value. 
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